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CHEBOYGAN — In less than a month, 24-year-old Wolverine native Justin Evans will 
embark on a cross-country bike tour, navigating every landscape the United States has to offer 
— from mountains to prairie land to the dense rainforests of the Pacific Northwest. He’ll finish 
the ride by crossing the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, a light at the end of a 4000 mile 
journey — a journey that undoubtedly spans longer than the time Justin will spend on his bike 
this summer. 

Last summer, Justin lost his girlfriend, Brittany Disney, to non-hodgkins Burkitt’s 
Lymphoma. Her death came a year after her diagnosis with the rare and aggressive cancer, and 
about three and a half years after she had met Justin in her dorm complex at Eastern Michigan 
University. She was 23 years old, a pug lover, a recent college graduate and a grad school 
hopeful with dreams of becoming a counselor for disadvantaged youth within the judicial 
system. 

“She was just an extremely kind-hearted person,” Justin said. “She rarely thought of 
herself, she thought of others first. She made me want to be more like that.”

Having been with her every step of the journey — from diagnosis to a bone marrow 
transplant to chemotherapy — Justin knew he wanted to honor Brittany’s memory, which was 
invariably defined by her dedication to those in need of help. So last September, Justin applied 
for a cross-country bike tour through the non-profit organization 4K for Cancer. The 
organization accepts about 120 applications for 18- to 25-year-old riders who have been affected 
in some way by cancer, and hosts four “Biking Across America” tours every summer. 

“Brittany did a lot of service, and (4K for Cancer) helps children (and young adults) with 
cancer,” Justin said of the organization’s main mission. “I went through this first hand, and I 
feel like if I could just help other people through it too, then it’s a win-win for me.”

The organization donates to the Ulman Cancer Fund for Young Adults, aiming to make it 
easier on children and young adults who are struggling with the various expenses and 
inhibitions of cancer. As such, the organization requires that every accepted applicant raise 
$4,500 for the Ulman Cancer Fund prior to taking off on the tour, though Justin himself has 
committed to raising $8,000 for the cancer fund, and is still working on raising that amount. As 
of print time, he had reached about 80 percent of his goal, however a fundraiser at Spare Time 
Lanes on Sunday, May 10 will serve to finish his fundraising drive and help him focus on his 
ride, which begins on May 31. 

“I wanted to do this for him because he’s only a couple thousand dollars away from 
hitting his personal goal — he had to have $4500 just to do the Bike Across America, but he set 
a personal goal of $8,000 and he’s so close to being there,” Justin’s aunt and Indian River 
resident Crystal Schley said. “I wanted to help him get to at least 90 percent of that. If we could 



reach 90 percent that would be awesome.”
Justin said he and Brittany had discussed doing the ride across America after she had 

recovered, a hope that Justin is now upholding, even without Brittany by his side. 
“When she was in the hospital, a couple months before she passed, I saw a story online 

about a girl who had biked across the country for someone with cancer,” he said. “So I saw that 
story and it was kind of something we wanted to do together, I told her about it and she said 
“yeah, when I’m better we should do it.” And after she passed I felt like it was something I had 
to do and something I should do for myself and for her.”

“We always wanted to travel the country by car, not by bike, but we wanted to take road 
trips, and we were planning on doing a lot of stuff together in our lives.”

Justin will bike across the country with 27 others who have lost someone to cancer, 
including Brittany’s little sister Elizabeth, who is 21.  

“It’s a long journey and it won’t be easy, but I’ve been training and I feel confident with 
that,” he said. “It’s going to be an awesome experience. I hope to grow as a person and create 
connections with different people and share my story with other people who have their own 
stories about cancer. 

“I’m sure I’m going to learn a lot about myself and what I can actually endure.”
With the start date in the near future — which will have Justin taking off from Baltimore, 

Maryland on May 31 — the fundraiser will serve as the final fundraising drive for Justin’s bike 
ride. The event begins at 5 p.m. on May 10 at Spare Time Lanes in Cheboygan, and will run until 
8 p.m. 

“We’re so proud of him and what he’s doing, it takes a lot for anyone to lose someone and 
especially being so young like that — he basically lost the love of his life,” Schley said. “I think 
this is the best way that he could possibly carry on her memory and do something that she 
would be proud of him for. Instead of just mourning her he’s truly reliving her memory in such a 
positive way and also raising money for others in similar situations.”

For those who can’t attend the fundraiser but wish to donate, checks can be sent to: 
4K For Cancer, 921 E. Fort Avenue, STE 325
Baltimore, MD 21230
RE: Justin Evans


