
Inland Lakes - Pickford

If its first two games of the season are any indication, the Inland Lakes football team 
certainly knows how to make a good first impression on its competition. 

In their 54-14 home win over Ski Valley opponent Pickford (1-1) on Friday night, the 
Bulldogs (2-0) managed to cram what would normally have been a whole game worth of scoring 
into the first half — notching a 42-6 lead over the Panthers by halftime in the process. 

The first-half assault was quite similar to the Bulldog’s season-opening 62-12 win over 
Onaway a week prior — in which senior Daniel Flowers scored Inland Lakes’ first touchdown in 
the very first play of the game and went on to score three more en-route to the Bulldog’s first 
conference win of the season. In fact, the Bulldogs have outscored their opponents 116-26 in just 
two games, with 84 of those 116 points coming in first-half play.

And much like the first game of the season, Flowers again proved he would be a force to 
be reckoned with this season against Pickford, breaking away with a 74-yard touchdown early in 
Friday’s game to undoubtedly set the momentum for the remainder of the matchup. He went on 
to accrue a game-high 166 yards on 8 carries while also securing two more touchdowns.

However, with a total of 502 rushing yards, Inland Lakes showed some definite offensive 
depth in the rest of its roster. 

Leading the way in that regard were junior standouts Garrett Key and Ryan Howery, who 
combined for an additional 155 yards and three touchdowns, giving the Bulldogs the 1-2-3 
punch that was necessary to get past the “big and physical” Panther defensive line. 

“We knew they were big and physical from what we saw on film,” Inland Lakes head 
coach Stan Schramm said. “(Pickford’s) backs always run hard, and they came out big — we 
were just too fast for them is what I think it boils down to.

“But I’ve gotta hand it to our boys — you can tell by the halftime score that they came out 
ready to play and executed very well.”

 Flower’s aforementioned 74-yard touchdown less than two minutes into the game and a 
subsequent touchdown five minutes later gave Inland Lakes a quick 14-0 lead early on. Pickford 
countered the Bulldog’s offensive attack with a touchdown at 8:15 in the first quarter, an effort 
that was trumped in a matter of minutes by a long haul touchdown of 60 yards from Howery to 
bring the Bulldogs up 22-6. Another Howery TD three minutes later gave Inland Lakes a 28-6 
lead to end the first quarter. 

According to Schramm, Howery’s impeccable offensive showing was accentuated by his 
equally notable defensive effort, as he laid down eight tackles against the Panthers. 

“Ryan Howery had eight tackles, which was great to have one of your three best 
linebackers also lead in tackles,” Schramm said. “(From the perspective of) a defensive 
coordinator, that was perfect — it means our front four were doing a great job of holding up the 
line and letting our linebackers run downhill, which is impressive. Our kids executed it very 
well.”



Junior Inland Lakes quarterback Ethan Jankowiak added one touchdown when he ran 
for 11-yards in the second quarter to bring Inland Lakes to 36-6, while Flowers rounded out the 
first half scoring with a 12-yard touchdown with 16 seconds left in the half. With Flowers and 
Howery on the bench in the second half, Dylan Hopkins and Key took over Bulldog scoring with 
a touchdown each in the second half. 

Defensively, junior Doug Langone led the Bulldogs with 15 tackles while Stan Schramm 
added 13. 

The Inland Lakes JV team defeated Pickford in similar fashion to their varsity peers, 
shutting the Panthers out 42-0. 

Inland Lakes will travel to Forest Area (0-2) this Friday night for another Ski Valley 
Conference matchup. 

“It’s not a week to sit back and have lackluster practices and play flat against Forest 
Area,” Schramm said, acknowledging that Pickford beat Forest Area in each team’s respective 
season-opener a few weeks ago. “We’re going to continue to get better no matter who we’re up 
against. I don’t want the kids to just go through the motions this week, and it’s going to be up to 
the coaching staff to make sure they’re getting better every week.” 


