
It’s starting to come together for the Inland Lakes girls basketball team. 
A 59-12 win over Ski Valley opponent Mancelona on Friday night reaffirmed the a-ha 

moment that the Inland Lakes girls seemed to have in Thursday night’s 49-35 loss to Onaway —  
a game that, despite an unfavorable ending, did allow the Lady Bulldogs to find some success in 
what has otherwise been a tough season. 

Now 2-6 overall on the season (2-4 in the Ski Valley), Inland Lakes found unpredictable 
dominance in junior Taylor Fletcher, who contributed both a game- and season-high 15 points in 
her first start of the season on Friday against Mancelona. 

“Taylor hasn’t been starting all year,” Inland Lakes head coach Pat Clancy said. “This was 
her first start and she really gave 110 percent.”

Fletcher’s performance spoke highly to what Clancy and his coaching staff have been 
emphasizing all year, which is that a better defense spells out a better offense. However, a boost 
in confidence after a relatively close game with the Onaway squad — which at 7-2 on the season 
is one of the better teams in the Ski Valley — can also be attributed to the Bulldog’s performance 
on Friday night. 

“They’re a little more confident and obviously there’s a thin line between confident and 
cocky, but they’re confident in their shots and they’re taking them,” Clancy said. 

Aside from Fletcher’s breakout performance on Friday night, the Bulldogs were also 
assisted offensively by senior Sophie Passino, with 11 points, as well as Savannah Davedowski 
and Vanessa Wandrie, who added eight points each. 

“Sophie has really stepped up as a senior with rebounds and boxing out,” Clancy said. “I 
think the girls are starting to hold each other accountable for their actions and what they’re 
doing — that’s bringing the team together and tonight was a great example of that.”

Between accountability, taking and dropping shots and putting in more work on defense, 
the Inland Lakes girls have begun to turn around a season that has been defined by rebuilding 
and began with five losses — a tough reminder that turning a program around requires a bit of a 
grace period. 

Still, Friday’s game was won defensively, and Clancy finally sees a team that understands 
that games are often won on the other side of the ball. 

“We’re putting more pressure on the ball and taking more chances and succeeding with 
that,” he said. “The girls are starting to figure out that defense equals offense and they’re really 
buying into it.

“We’re a skilled team and they finally took advantage of that tonight.


